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dealer network. An example of these savings are listed in
the chart.

It should be noted that SCI supplies SCBA cylinders to
most respirator manufacturers world-wide. However, as a
result of procedural approvals restrictions, SCI has found
it difficult to bring new cylinder innovations to market
before establishing the direct link to the marketplace with
its own dealer network.

Obstacles

One obstacle to this cost saving & innovation effort is
the approval process by the National Institute for Oc-
cupational Safety & Health (NIOSH). Currently, a NIOSH
approval is issued only to a specific and “complete” res-
pirator, after an evaluation of the complete assembly in
the laboratory and compliance with all the requirements
of title 42 CFR, part 84. In addition, the respirator’s
manufacturer must demonstrate a satisfactory qual-
ity plan. NIOSH does not currently test or certify major
components such as cylinders. Nevertheless, all respira-
tors’ manufacturers purchase these cylinders from one
of three DOT approved companies, of which SCl is one.
Additionally, NIOSH’s only technical standard for compos-
ite cylinders is that they are DOT approved. SCI cylinders
sold in the US market fully comply with the specifications
and are DOT approved.

To further illustrate this point, many SCBA respirators
manufactured, sold and still in use today and branded
with the respirator manufacturers label feature an SCI
cylinder already. The complete SCBA ensembles using
these cylinders are NIOSH approved. The exact same
cylinder sold today as a replacement for the respirator
(minus the respirator manufacturer’s label) is considered
non-approved - even though there is no difference in fit,
form or function of the cylinder.
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Today

Despite these challenges, fire departments all over
North America have evaluated the situation and decided
to purchase direct from SCI’s dealer network due to our
significant value proposition, SCI’s unparalleled 33 year
safety record and innovative products brought to the Fire
& Safety market. Innovative products such as our new
DOT approved 30 year life SCBA cylinder and SCI’s more
durable DURA-LITE 15™ cylinder. In addition, SCl was the
first to introduce SCBA cylinder Custom Labeling direct to
fire Departments and High Volume Lightweight Cascade
cylinders. These products represent significant innova-
tive composite cylinder technology and improve the way
firefighters perform their jobs.

SCI was a principal contributor to NASA for the U.S.
space program and today is a primary supplier to the
SCBA, aerospace, military, CNG and hydrogen fueled ve-
hicle and home oxygen therapy markets. SCI pioneered
the development of lightweight composite fuel tanks for
natural gas and hydrogen powered vehicles and provides
complete turn-key solutions for the growing alternate fuel
vehicle industry.

For more information on SCI’s innovative and cost sav-
ing products, contact us today:

Web site: www.SClfireandsafety.com
Email us at: SClscha@SClcomposites.com
Phone: 909-594-4444
Mail: 325 Enterprise Place, Pomona, California 91768




